[Surgical treatment of constrictive pericarditis in 162 cases].
The authors reports the experience of surgical treatment of constrictive pericarditis in 162 cases. Age ranged from 6 to 66 years old. The cardiac function and circulatory dynamics were improved after decortication of the thickened pericardium in most of the patients. Overall surgical mortality was 3.1%. The major cause of death was low cardiac output syndrome in the early postoperative period. The authors consider that the excision of the thickened pericardium is better to begin from the left to right and the good perioperative management particularly the rational agents is essential in the prevention of low cardiac output syndrome.